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Together we can, Together we will

Learn, Believe, Succeed
Term 4 is here and will pass in no time.

The two main contexts for learning will be Pets and Keeping Ourselves Safe.
The work on Pets will integrate social studies, oral language, writing and visual art.

Information about Pet Day is attached to this newsletter. 

At the end of September, the National Standards data from 2011 was published by Fairfax media and also on the Ministry of Education’s website.
At Lake Brunner we have reported against National Standards to parents and to the Board of Trustees.
We have concerns over the use of this data because …..
· 2011 was the first year of developing this data and teachers were still developing their understanding of the standards.
· Teachers from different schools may interpret the standards in different ways.

· This information is limited to only literacy and numeracy – it does not include other areas of the curriculum which are of equal value.
If you are interested in finding out how schools are performing look at this data alongside other information about the school such as ERO reports.
Professor John Hattie suggests that you look at the following indicators:
How does the school measure success? By the achievements of the few or of the many? 

Do the students like mistakes? Learning starts from not knowing, so do they embrace that? Do students feel confident enough to talk about errors or not knowing something? 

Are students "assessment capable" in this school. Can they talk about how well they are doing, where they are now and going next? 

Does the school use acceleration for all? Are students enabled to learn at different speeds?
CELEBRATING SUCCESS 

At the end of term we sent home a sample of the children’s workbooks for you to look at and discuss.  It has been great to read the feedback from parents reaffirming their child’s progress.  Here are some of the comments:
What great work and an awesome start to school.  You are learning so quickly.
Awesome work, your printing is neat and comprehension is great.

Great to see her doing so well and trying so hard. 

I can see a huge improvement.
Please check that your child has returned all of their workbooks so they can be used this term.
Classroom Learning

Last term the classes worked on some Technology projects.  In technology students 
identify a need, design solutions, evaluate the solutions and make changes if needed.
Room 1 looked at how we can use some of the scrap food that accumulates at school.  They created a worm farm.  As part of their work they wrote to explain the benefits of worm farms.  Here are some of their ideas
Worm farms are good because they  make good fertilizer for your garden.  Fertilizer is worm pee and poo that drips into the bottom box of your worm farm.  This is how you make the fertlizer.  First you get the worm pee and poo and mix it with water.  This can be used to water your plants.    Leah

Worm farms are good for the environment because they save the scraps instead of filling the landfill up.  You can feed scraps for the worms to eat.   Brienna

Worms are great for composting food scraps and food peels.  If you need to chuck away apples or orange peels just give them to your worms to eat.    Luka

A worm farm doesn’t cost much if you recycle things.  Our way cost $27.00 but if you want to buy it the other way would be more expensive.  

Tess

If you buy fertilizer from hardware stores it costs more and it contains chemicals.  Organic food is food that doesn’t contain chemicals or sprays.    Emily- Jane

Making a worm farm will be fun to do in your spare time.   Darian

Room 2 worked on ways to stop the silverbeet plants being eaten.  They brainstormed what might be happening to the plants –ideas included that they were eaten by a goat or kiwi!  The children then designed and made a variety of structures to try and stop the slugs and snails – stick fences, gorse prickles, fluff traps (the slugs would eat the fluff and choke), egg shells, fake veggies (the slugs will break their teeth eating them).

Each day the children check on the plants and discuss which structure seems to be working.
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Room 3 have worked on developing and creating a new display for the school foyer – it is almost ready to go.  Have a look next time you are at school.

NOTICES

Labour Day

School will be closed on Monday 22 October.

Lake Brunner’s Got Talent
Last year the students suggested that there be a talent quest.  It was great fun and will be repeated this term.  Children can sing, dance, shuffle, play, perform gymnastic routines or present a magic trick.  It is optional – not everyone will want to enter – and its just for fun. The final will be held next Friday.
Sunhats - Reminders
All children will need a brimmed sunhat to wear this term when outside – if the sun shines!!!.  Students who do not have a hat will be seated in a shady area at break times.

Children are regularly wearing their bus vests – well done.  Please keep encouraging them to wear them.

DISCO

The parents who are involved in FOTS – the fundraising group - are organising a disco for the Lake Brunner students.

When - Friday 2 November 6.00pm – 8.00pm
Where-  Lake Brunner Hall
Come along and have some fun with your family.

Watch out for more details.

IMPORTANT DATES:
Labour Day: 22 October
BOT Meeting: 1 November

Pet Day: 7 or 8 November
Room 3 camp: 12- 15 November
Westland Anniversary: 3 December
End of Year Concert: 12 December

Leaver’s Lunch: 14 December
Technology Dates for Term 4:
19 Oct, 2, 16, 30 Nov

2012 Term Dates:

Term 4: Mon 15 Oct – Tues 18 Dec

COMMUNITY NEWS

PLAYGROUP
The Lake Brunner Playgroup, is held at the Moana Hall (next to school).  Meeting every Wednesday 10.30 am – 12.30 pm.  
All pre-schoolers welcome.  
Next Music Session dates:

October 31st
November 14th
December 12th 

T-Ball or Softball
9.30 a.m.

Saturday 20 October

A fun day for you and your family

West Coast Softball Assn

Jellyman Park, Cobden

Contact Sue Gage 7626600
No softball gear or experience needed.

Greymouth Junior Athletic Club registration day Saturday 20th October @ 9.30am, Anzac Park, Greymouth (wet or fine).  For age groups  6 -14yrs. (Children must be turning 6 by March 2013 and  other end of scale - must not have reached age 15 on/before  31 December 2012)
If fine, we will run a couple of events.  See you there or for more info call - Deb 7311100 or Tracy 768 0899
WESTCOAST WOMEN’S DUATHLON

Ages: 13 and over (women only)

Categories: Run 1.5km, Bike 15km, Run 4km

Entries are invited for: Individuals,

teams of two or teams of three

Registrations close: Friday 19 October 2012

For more information and

nomination forms contact:

Sport Canterbury,

West Coast Regional Office

P 03 768 0775

E daniellef@sportcanterbury.org.nz

www.sportcanterbury.org.nz

Date: Sunday 28th October

Location: Marsden Road/

Palmerston Street Dog Park

Time: Registration from 10am

Race starts 11am
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Lake Brunner Service Centre

Lunchtime Options
All Sandwiches, Bread rolls and Wraps made daily on the premises
	Breadrolls
	Wraps
	Cakes

	Ham & Salad
	Smoked chicken 

& Salad
	Cake Slices/Wedges

	Corn Beef & Salad
	
	Muffins

	Smoked chicken

 & Salad
	
	Cookies

	Sandwiches
	Hot Food
	Extras

	Egg
	Pasties
	Yogurt

	Cheese & Onion
	Sausage Rolls
	Cheese & Crackers

	Ham & Mustard
	Savouries
	Nuts

	Corn Beef & Pickle
	Variety of Pies
	

	Club Sandwiches
	
	


Sunsense – A message from Community Public Health

With summer coming on (in theory!), opportunities will increase dramatically for family outdoor community-based physical activities.  A reminder:  There’s no such thing as a healthy tan.  It’s a sign your skin’s been damaged. Because the possibility of developing melanoma (a lethal form of skin cancer) is some years, it’s easy to ignore the advice to slip (on a long-sleeved shirt and into the shade), slop (on plenty of broad-spectrum SPF30+ sunscreen at least 15 minutes before going outdoors), slap (on a wide-brimmed hat or a cap with flaps) and wrap (on a pair of wrap-around sunglasses).  Nearly 80% of lifetime sun exposure happens after the age of 18, so it’s important to make sun protection a life-long habit, starting as young as possible. 
GREYMOUTH PARENTS CENTRE
Baby and Child EXTRAVAGANZA!
Saturday 3rd November 2012

10am – 1pm

Greymouth Civic Centre    

Sausage sizzle & bacon sandwiches, Hot & Cold drinks, Entertainment for the kids, raffle tickets, goodie bags A chance to sort out items no longer required/ outgrown or to grab  bargains!

ENQUIRIES OR TO BOOK A STALL – PLEASE PHONE Angela 037626153 or 0211425934

CARDS FOR SALE

SCENES FROM LAKE BRUNNER

IDEAL FOR CHRISTMAS CARDS

$5 PER PACK – 6 CARDS AND ENVELOPES

Available from school office

